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dealing with the chief problems of our Far-Eastern policy
took place at Port Arthur. The decisions did not materially
differ from those reached at the spring conferences held in
St. Petersburg. The idea of annexing Manchuria was
rejected, but it was decided to demand guarantees from the
Peking Government intended to safeguard Russia's inter-
ests in Manchuria. With the exception of Bezobrazov, the
members of the conference were against an aggressive
policy. General Kuropatkin, on his return to St. Peters-
burg, submitted a report to His Majesty. Speaking about
our activities in Korea, he said:
I do not dare conceal from your Imperial Majesty my appre-
hension that now that our enterprise in the Yalu region has be-
come known to the whole world and that the high interest of the
Autocrat of Russia in the undertaking has also become a matter of
common knowledge, both at home and abroad, it is no longer possible
to present this enterprise as a purely commercial venture, and in the
future it will inevitably preserve a great and alarming political im-
portance. Therefore, however great the commercial advantages of
the enterprise may be, it appears advisable for us to sell it to foreigners
if we do not wish to maintain a constant source of danger of a break
with Japan.
Kuropatkin concludes his memoir by stating that we
must, above all, take the necessary measures to insure good
relations with Japan, and that with this in view we must
give up the idea of securing a lodgment in Southern Man-
churia, contenting ourselves with strengthening our influ-
ence in Northern Manchuria.
In July, 1903, I also submitted a report dealing with the
Far-Eastern situation. On the essence of the Far-Eastern
question and on the general character of our problem in the
Far East I had this to say:
Rapid wa7s of communication have drawn the yellow races into
the whirlpool of international intercourse. Beginning with the middle
of the last century, industrial overproduction and the colonization
uige directed the eager attention of Europe and America to the vasi